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As I write, this is the UK office team’s 26th week of  
working from home due to Coronavirus restrictions.

Most of our time is spent on computers doing administration and 
having virtual meetings, keeping the support going behind the  
scenes and enabling our teams in Guatemala and Albania to have the 
resources they need to care for the children and adults we support. 
You will read about how they are continuing to serve those most in 
need, in Jesus name, in the rest of this newsletter.

It’s easy for me to be focussed on the bigger picture and forget how 
much of an impact sponsorship makes on every single individual who 
benefits from our programmes. I had a reminder of this very recently 
when I read the story of one widow in Guatemala who has just been 
sponsored. Here is an excerpt:

“ Hello, my name is Maria. I am 85 years old. I am a widow. I only 
have one child. I suffer from stomach problems and diarrhoea. 
Unfortunately, I have not visited a doctor yet because I do not have 
the resources to pay for it. I do not have a stable job because of my 
age. My daughter’s husband struggles to support his family and me. 
He is a farmer and also works as a day labourer. At the moment, it 
has been very difficult for him to find a job because of the Covid-19 
pandemic situation. We do not have much food at home. I feel weak 
and I think that sometimes I get sick from my stomach because my 
stomach has become accustomed to not receiving much food. In our 
house, we do not have enough food for all of us. Sometimes, I go to 
beg for money in the plaza of the main town and I use this money to 
buy food. I live on a piece of land that a member of my church has 
loaned to us to live on. Our house is made of wooden pieces and tin 

sheets with a tin sheet roof, dirt floor and running water. We do not 
have electricity, so we use candles for lighting at night. The tin 
sheets of our roof are old and damaged. I walk about an hour to get 
to the feeding programme and Living Water Church. Some of my 
greatest needs are groceries, medical care, tin sheets and clothes.”

This lady’s story had a big impact on me. Again I am reminded that 
Jesus is interested in every individual. He loves each one. He came, 
died and rose again for each one. What a privilege it is to be able to 
show Jesus’ love to this woman as an individual. She has not been 
forgotten! Thank you all for the part you play in this, His ministry.

Janis Wilby, 
National Coordinator UK & Ireland
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A Widow’s Story

We are delighted to introduce you to Andrew Ramsay, who has 
recently joined our UK&I team as an Area Coordinator for the 
North of Scotland.

Andrew lives in Inverness and is well acquainted with Adopt-A-Child 
already, being married to Alison Ramsay, our Sponsorship & Overseas 
Coordinator, sponsoring several children and an elderly gentleman in 
Guatemala, and having visited both Guatemala and Albania several times.

At the end of last year Andrew retired from a senior role in a major 
UK bank and so has some free time on his hands! He writes:

“ I would love to become a real asset to the team and be a part of 
growing this ministry in whatever way I can. I am really looking 
forward to getting involved and helping develop the Ministry through 
working together with our existing Church Contacts, whom I hope to 
get in touch with shortly and meet up with eventually once it is allowed, 
and also by finding new contacts in order to assist in helping get more 
of the children in these two beautiful but financially poor countries 
into the sponsorship programmes.”

If you would like  
Andrew to speak at  
any of your Church  
or group meetings in  
the North of Scotland,  
either online or in person  
(or if you have any  
contacts there who  
might like to invite him),  
he would be delighted  
to hear from you at:  
E: andrew.ramsay@lwaac.org  
or  M: 07578 632263.

Welcome Andrew!

Our Area Reps in other parts of the country are also very keen to get going again as restrictions ease around Church and group 
meetings and would welcome any opportunities to present the work of Adopt-A-Child.

Peter & Sue Barton live in Bollington, Cheshire, and cover England, 
Wales and South Scotland. Peter can be contacted at:  
E: peterb@lwaac.org  or  M: 07811 369830.

Scott & Shirley Ballantine live in Larne, Northern Ireland,  
and cover the whole of Ireland. Scott can be contacted at:  
E: scottb-aac@lwaac.org  or  M: 07552 788120
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Update on our Programmes
Albania
Restrictions in Albania, 
imposed in the wake  
of the Coronavirus 
outbreak, have been 
steadily easing  
since June.

We have been able to continue to deliver food parcels to children and 
families in the communities throughout the lockdown and gifts from 
sponsors are also being bought and delivered to families. It is hoped 
that the schools in Albania will be able to reopen in September and 
that our centres will be given permission to reopen at the same time, 
as children would normally come to the programmes direct from 
school. We may not be able to serve hot food for some time, but at 
least children would be able to collect food parcels, rather than our 
staff having to go door to door individually, which is very labour 
intensive. Churches, Bible study and youth meetings have also 
restarted, with social distancing measures in place.

Two new Churches have been established in Pogradec and Homezh 
and we are very encouraged by the number of new faces attending 
services and study groups and the hunger for God’s word that we are 
seeing. Our Church in Katjel recently held a series of Baptism classes 
and we are thrilled that 6 of the 9 people who attended the classes 
had the opportunity to publicly confess their faith by immersion  
in the water at a small indoor gathering, held in compliance with 
current restrictions.

Guatemala
The situation is much more difficult in Guatemala, where there 
are still many hundreds of new Covid cases each day, 
overwhelming an already fragile healthcare system.

The country is still in lockdown with 
very little travel permitted. Despite this, 
and thanks to the generosity of all our 
faithful sponsors and supporters, we 
have been able to distribute essential 
food items not only to the children and 
‘Women in Need’ families registered 
with Living Water Adopt-A-Child,  
but to many others in the communities 
who find themselves in desperate need. 
Gifts from sponsors are also being 
distributed each day.

Schools in Guatemala will not open 
again until at least January 2021  
and it is unlikely that our programmes 
will be able to reopen for regular 
meals before then. Church services 
and gatherings are not permitted,  
so churches are streaming services online for those in  
their congregations who are able to access the internet –  
many cannot and pastors and elders are visiting as many  
as they can to encourage them in their faith in these difficult days.

Usually at this time of year planning 
would be under way to prepare for the 
special Christmas Celebrations in Albania 
and Guatemala.

Things are likely to look different this year due 
to Covid 19 restrictions. It has been difficult to 
plan ahead as we are sure you can understand. 
However, despite the restrictions we will still 
celebrate Christmas, albeit in a different way. 
In the past each child has been invited to a 
special Christmas meal and presentation and 
each child has received a gift, whether they 
have a sponsor or not.

The provision of all of this for around  
10,000 children is not covered by the monthly 
sponsorship donations, but through our special 
Christmas Fund.

We are therefore most grateful for all the 
help we receive from our sponsors and 
supporters each year, without which we 
would not be able to provide these gifts.

For many children this will be the only 
Christmas present they receive. If you are able 
to help towards the Christmas Fund for your 
own child and/or an unsponsored child, please:

•  send a cheque to your national Living 
Water Adopt- A-Child office;

•  donate through the website;

•  make an online payment directly through 
your bank;

marking your gift ‘Christmas Fund’  
(do not quote your own sponsored child’s 
number on these).

Due to the volume of Christmas donations 
we receive each year, we are not able to 
acknowledge individual gifts, unless specifically 
asked to do so, but please be assured that 
each and every donation is valued and helps 
us to be able to share the joy of Christmas 
with the children and their families at this 
special time of the year.

Gifts sent for birthdays in November and 
December are processed in the normal way, 
but if you want to send any other gift for 
your child, please leave this until January 
when staff will be able to deal with them  
on their return from the Christmas break 
(Guatemala and Albania offices are closed 
over the Christmas and New Year period).Happy 10th Birthday!

It is hard to believe that our very first Charity Shop in Markethill, 
Northern Ireland, is 10 years old! The vision of AAC Local Rep, 
Maureen Quinn, the shop first opened its doors under her 
leadership in August 2010 in just one room, expanding year on 
year before moving into our current larger premises in 2018.

Over the years the Markethill shop has raised many tens of thousands 
of pounds each year for projects in Guatemala and Albania including 
Christmas gifts, new vehicles, building work, special medical needs 
and much, much more.

The current manageress, Denise, and her team of staff and volunteers 
continue to work tirelessly to support these projects now that the shop 
has reopened after the Coronavirus lockdown closed it temporarily. 
Ongoing restrictions also meant that they could not have a big 
celebration party for the 10th anniversary on 22nd August, but they 
did have a cake and every customer in the shop that day was treated 
to free goodies!

A huge Thank You to everyone who has been involved with the shop 
over the last 10 years – staff, volunteers, customers and donors.  
We look forward to what God has in store for our shops in  
Markethill and in Inverness over the next 10 years!

Spreading Christmas Joy

Alternative Gifts
Our Alternative Gifts Leaflet for 2020 is enclosed with  
this Newsletter, with an updated selection of items that  
can be bought for friends and 
family this Christmas in lieu  
of presents.

A Christmas card and gift slip 
will be sent to you for each gift  
you buy, to pass on to your 
friend or loved one. 

Support for these extra 
projects, not covered by 
normal sponsorship payments, 
makes a huge difference to 
families in the communities  
we serve in Guatemala  
and Albania.

Team Hope Shoe Boxes
For the last couple of years, we have 
had the privilege of partnering with 
Team Hope Ireland to provide children 
who attend our programmes in Albania 
with a Christmas shoe box, as well as their gift from the ministry.

Unfortunately, due to the effects of the Covid 19 restrictions, it is not 
possible for Team Hope to send gift-filled shoe boxes from Ireland 
this year. Instead, they are asking that churches, groups, businesses 
and individuals ‘team up for Team Hope’ donating items for boxes 
ONLINE at www.teamhope.ie .

Donating ¤20 for a box through their website will allow Team Hope’s 
network of partners to purchase items for shoe boxes locally, which 
will then be packaged and delivered directly into the hands of children.

You can even get creative with activity sheets, which can be coloured 
in and uploaded with your donation to tell the child who gets your 
box a little more about you!

STOP PRESS!!
After having to cancel so many events this year,  

we are delighted to announce that our very popular 
Christmas Toy Fair WILL go ahead (above the 

Markethill Charity Shop) this year from Saturday 7th 
– Saturday 14th November. Happy news indeed!

As mentioned previously, during 
the Covid-19 pandemic the 
restrictions in Guatemala have 
resulted in our feeding programmes 
having to be suspended, but our 

staff have been working hard to make sure that the children  
and their families continue to receive food.

Most of the time a relative of the child will come to the feeding 
programme and receive a food parcel with everyday necessities like 
flour, oil, rice, and beans. Whilst the family member is receiving the 
food parcel, our staff have been taking a photograph of what they 
have received, and this photo accompanies a letter of thanks for your 
continued support.

Some sponsors have received the Covid-19 letter and queried the 
contents, thinking it was bought with gift money - this is not the case. 
This Covid letter is an extra letter. All gift money has been sent through 
in the usual manner and our staff have only recently been able to start 
to deliver gifts directly to the children’s homes. Because of physical 
distancing regulations and time constraints, our staff can drop off  
the gifts but not take the usual photographs of the child alongside  
their gifts. However, sponsors will still receive a thank you letter  
in due course.

We do thank you all for your continued support and understanding  
in these challenging times. If you have any questions at all please  
do not hesitate to contact the office on our temporary mobile number 
- 07308 908052

Covid-19 Letters from Guatemala
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