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I am sure many of us have fond memories of Church Holiday Clubs, 
Scripture Union Camps, Beach Missions and the like taking 
place over the summer months. Maybe we took part as 
youngsters, enjoying the fun and games with our friends,  
or maybe we helped out as leaders, passing on the stories  
of Jesus to the next generation. Many Christians can trace  
their first steps in the faith back to events like these.

Although the summer months had traditionally been a quiet time  
for our programmes in Albania, with the schools closed and many 
children away from the villages, our team was keen to do something 
for the youngsters this year, particularly given the difficult year they 
have just gone through. Planning began in faith, without all the funding 
necessary to run them in place, and we were delighted to receive a 
substantial donation in June which allowed us to run the full series  
of 10 Holiday Camps for youngsters from 6 – 21 years of age and  
a Youth Conference at the end. In all, almost 750 young people 
attended these events, enjoying a time of fun and laughter together, 
as well as learning more about Jesus and His love for them. 

Around 70 of them committed their lives to Christ as a result, not just 
raising their hands, but coming forward to share what the Lord had 
been saying to them.

Senior Pastor, Erion Cuni, commented: 

“ Even though they are young, many of them face very crucial 
moments ahead! Pursue education? Stay and work their land if they 
have some? Emigrate to bigger cities or to Europe? We hope through 
our camps and God’s message to encourage them to make the right 
calls, by learning to hear God’s voice in every decision they make”

Such was the success of this year’s camps that plans are already 
under way for a similar series of events for next year. If you would 
like to be part of this project, one of our Alternative Gifts for this year 
is the provision of a place for a young person at one of the camps 
(see page 3 for details). What a wonderful gift to give to someone 
who has maybe benefitted themselves in the past from time at a 
Christian Summer Holiday Camp.
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On YouTube: youtube.com/user/LivingWaterInt
Charity Shops Facebook:  facebook.com/AACMarkethillCharityShop/ 

facebook.com/AdoptAChildCullodenCharityShop/

Summer Fun  
in Albania

Corporate Corner
We are privileged to have local  
marketing company Yellow Cherry  
partnering with us.

As well as sponsoring a child in Albania, 
they have also helped us with top 
quality designs for some of our posters and leaflets, 
like our ‘Friends of Adopt-A-Child’ leaflets, and lots of advice  
on digital and social media topics. When visiting the programmes 
in Albania in 2019, Yellow Cherry Director Sarah Francis was 
stunned when the mum of her sponsored child brought in a bowl 
of yellow cherries, even though she did not know the name of 
Sarah’s company! Definitely a special moment from the Lord.

Take a look at their newly revamped website for a look at what 
they offer; yellowcherry.uk

Due to ongoing Covid restriction 
we don’t yet have any dates set 
for visiting groups to Guatemala 
and Albania in 2022 but will 

circulate this information to 
everyone on our enquirers list  
as soon as we have details.

If you would like to be added to 
this list please send your contact 
details to alison@lwaac.org  
or phone the office on  
01463 792600

Every Little Helps!
Many of us have made more use of online shopping 
during the pandemic. As this trend continues, if you 
buy items from Amazon, please use their charity 
homepage instead – same items, same prices,  
but a commission is paid to us!

Shop AmazonSmile at smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC029685,  
and Amazon donates to Adopt-A-Child, at no cost to you.

Trips 2022

Keeping it in the Family
We love getting feedback from our sponsors – it is such an 
encouragement. We recently received this lovely story from 
Miriam, one of our sponsors in Spain:

“In 2008 I began writing to 
Sindixhoj, a five year old girl 
from Katjel in Albania, whom  
our church was sponsoring.  
A friendship soon developed, 
many letters were exchanged 
and I was able to visit Sindixhoj 
in 2012 and 2014, when the 
family made me very welcome 
in their humble dwelling.

Sadly when she was just 13, Sindixhoj’s father died at a young age 
and then in 2020 Sindixhoj had to leave the programme, due to a 
change in her further education. I was naturally saddened that the 
contact had come to a close after all those years as, understandably, 
the Albania staff would be unable to handle correspondence for  
those not on the programme.

It was then that my husband and I noted the new initiative of Adopt- 
A-Child Albania to find sponsors for widows from the villages and a 
quick search revealed that Sindixhoj’s mother, Hava, was listed.

We now sponsor Hava and through her are also able to keep in touch 
with Sindixhoj, who is now a very lovely eighteen year old young lady. 
We are delighted we are able to keep the family contact going in  
this way”
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Last year we had to begin replacing the twice weekly meals 
served at our feeding programmes with food parcels, due to 
Covid restrictions preventing us from providing any kind of 
indoor catering. While the Covid restrictions are easing in  
parts of Albania, the food parcel model has proved so popular 
that we are continuing with it.

The food parcels contain enough basics to provide not just the 
children, but the whole family with two meals a week. This has been 
a great blessing for these families, with a lot of positive feedback 
received, including parents telling us that they feel receiving food 
boxes is more dignified in their culture than sending their children out 
to be fed. The children/parents still come to the programme to collect 
the food parcels, so the opportunity for bible classes, contact with the 
families, medical and dental checks, etc continues as normal.

Another benefit of providing regular food parcels is that, logistically, 
many more can be delivered over a much wider area than it was ever 
possible to cover by catering through our kitchens. This model also 
makes better use of our financial resources, enabling us to increase 
from 4 to 10 programmes in Albania during the pandemic. Keeping 
this model going means that we can now sustain the practical help 
and gospel hope so desperately needed. We have moved on from the 
initial carrier bags of food to substantial branded food boxes (as 
illustrated). This has raised the ministry’s profile in the communities 
where we work.

Our kitchens remain open for special 
events, visiting groups, etc and the 
cooks now work with the distribution 
teams, as well as leading small groups 
in the villages. The pandemic has 
forced this change, but the benefits of 
it mean that this model will continue 
into the foreseeable future. We are 
now reaching more children than ever 
before, so if you have a friend or 
family member who would be 
interested in sponsoring a child, or a 
vulnerable adult (though our Women 
In Need project), please get in touch with our office or pass them  
our details. We need 400 new sponsors for the many unsponsored 
children and Women In Need in Albania who are all receiving help 
from our ministry (as well as the many more currently without a 
sponsor in Guatemala!). Thank you all for your ongoing support  
which is making a huge difference.

Usually at this time of year planning would be under way  
to prepare for the special Christmas Celebrations in Albania 
and Guatemala. Like last year, things are likely to look different 
this year due to ongoing Covid 19 restrictions. It has been 
difficult to plan ahead, as we are sure you can understand.

However, despite the restrictions we will still celebrate Christmas, 
albeit in a different way. In the past each child has been invited 
to a special Christmas meal and presentation and each child has 
received a gift, whether they have a sponsor or not.

The provision of all of this for around 10,000 children and 
Women in Need is not covered by the monthly sponsorship 
donations, but through our special Christmas Fund. We are 
therefore most grateful for all the help we receive from our 
sponsors and supporters each year, without which we would not 
be able to provide these gifts. For many children this will be the 
only Christmas present they receive. If you are able to help 
towards the Christmas Fund for your own child and/or an 
unsponsored child, please:

•  Send a cheque to the Adopt-A-Child UK office in Inverness 
(address at the bottom of page 4);

•  Donate through the website;

•  Make an online payment directly through your bank;

Mark your gift ‘Christmas Fund’ (do not quote your own sponsored 
child’s number on these). Due to the volume of Christmas donations 
we receive each year, we are not able to acknowledge individual 
gifts, unless specifically asked to do so, but please be assured 
that each and every donation is valued and helps us to be able  
to share the joy of Christmas with the children and their families 
at this special time of the year.

If you would like to send a Christmas card/letter to Guatemala 
(no parcels please as we are not able to send these on by DHL) 
please send these to the UK office by the end of October. 

Any letters or cards received after this may not get to your child or 
Woman In Need by Christmas, but they will be delivered as soon as 
possible after that. For letters/cards to Albania, please post directly 
to the office there by Royal Mail as usual.

Gifts sent for birthdays in November and December are processed in 
the normal way, but if you want to send any other gift for your child, 
please leave this until January when staff will be able to deal with 
it on their return from the Christmas break (Guatemala and Albania 
offices are closed over the Christmas and New Year period).

The Covid situation in Guatemala is critical at the moment.  
The President of Guatemala declared a State of Calamity/
Emergency last month and hospitals are overwhelmed with  
the numbers of Covid patients requiring treatment.

Presently, the numbers are so 
high that most public hospitals  
are turning patients away. 
Patients with resources can turn 
to private hospitals, but for the 
majority of the population and 
those that Living Water Adopt- 
A-Child serve, this is not an 
option. Our medical clinics are 
open and we are helping as  
best we can.

Our hope is that the situation will 
improve and allow us to reopen our feeding programs 

and churches soon. In the meantime our teams, who are now almost 
100% vaccinated, are busy and we are making a difference.

While it is evident that 
this crisis is very real, 
so is God’s love.

We are doing 
everything possible 
to bring relief to as 
many families as  
we can. The food 
distributions are 
impacting entire 
families, not only  
the children.

We are ministering 
the love of God 
along the roadways, 
in the fields, communities, and empty schools, distributing food, 
praying and proclaiming the Gospel of our Lord Jesus!

We also continue to deliver the letters, cards and gifts from sponsors.

In the current circumstances, these are an even greater blessing than 
usual to struggling families and our staff are always greeted with joy 
and thankfulness when they visit.

Steve McDaniel, Living Water Adopt A Child Director, Guatemala

Food Parcel Distribution 
Here to Stay in Albania

Spreading Christmas 
Joy 2021

Alternative Gifts
Our Alternative Gifts Leaflet for 2021 is 
enclosed with this Newsletter, with an 
updated selection of items that can be  
bought for friends and family this  
Christmas in lieu of presents.

Guatemala Update

Meet the Team!
We were delighted to welcome Clare 
MacDonald back to the UK & Ireland 
office team in August.

Clare worked with us previously as an Admin 
Assistant, but took two years away to study 
for a qualification in Event Management.

She is back with us now as our new 
Fundraising & Events Coordinator and is 
looking forward to putting her newly acquired 

skills to good use developing our fundraising strategy going forward.

She can be contacted at clare@lwaac.org if you have any fundraising 
ideas or events for Adopt-A-Child that you would like help with.

Our main source of income, however, remains sponsorship of children 
and vulnerable adults and we need as many opportunities as we can 
get to share about the work we are doing and encourage more sponsors 
to get involved. Openings for sharing at services and meetings have 

been few and far between during the pandemic, but as things begin 
to ease up our Reps are keen to get going again with these.

Our Area Coordinator for England, Wales and South Scotland,  
Peter Barton, writes:

“ There were occasionally opportunities to share with different churches 
over Zoom and YouTube, which was a great chance to highlight what 
was going on out in Guatemala and Albania. That, however, is no 
substitute for being in front of God’s people in person. The most 
frustrating thing for me personally was being unable to go out and 
share with fellowships in person and to have the joy of seeing children 
and women in need being supported by new sponsors. As the time 
went from a few months to fifteen months before we were able to 
return to visiting churches in person, the frustration built. Then at 
the end of June the first chance to return to speak in person came 
and I had a great sense of satisfaction as I was able to speak about 
the work that Living Water Adopt A Child was doing during the 
pandemic in Guatemala and Albania, and how God was working 
through the ministry. To see new sponsorships after such a long 
break was a joy.”

Please get in touch with our Area Coordinators (details below, or contact 
the Inverness office) if you think there might be an opportunity for 
them to speak at your Church or meeting. Maybe your pastor could 
do with a week off – they could take the whole service/meeting.

Peter & Sue Barton 
Area Coordinators, England,  

Wales & South Scotland 

E:  peterb@lwaac.org 
M: 07811 369830

Andrew Ramsay 
Area Coordinator, North Scotland E:  andrew.ramsay@lwaac.org 
M: 07578 632263

Scott & Shirley Ballantine 
Area Coordinators, All Ireland 
E:  scottb-aac@lwaac.org 
M: 07552 788120

New for this Christmas are the gift of  
Fresh Water for communities in Guatemala, 
and the opportunity to send an Albanian 
child to summer camp!

A Christmas card and gift slip will be sent  
to you for each gift you buy, to pass on to 
your friend or loved one. These projects 
make a huge difference to the families  
and communities we serve in Guatemala 
and Albania.
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