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‘Grateful’. That was the theme at this year’s Keswick Convention 
where we had a stand for the full three weeks, for the very  
first time.

We have so much to be Grateful for! We are Grateful to God for  
His provision. We are Grateful that we have been able to respond  
to the challenges of the pandemic by reaching out to even more 
families with practical help and the gospel. We are Grateful to God  
for all of you:

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this, that he who began a good work  
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of  
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1: 3-6

It may seem strange to you, especially those of you whom we have 
not yet met face to face, but this is how we genuinely think of you all 
– we pray regularly in our office and we give thanks to God for your 
faithful prayerful and financial support, without which we could not 
sustain the daily impact which our gospel ministry has.

Practising gratitude reminds us that God is the source of every  
good and perfect gift. Globally we are all facing challenges just now, 
being grateful helps us to focus on all that is good and to continue 
wholeheartedly to reach out to the individuals we support in 
Guatemala and Albania.

Janis Wilby, National Coordinator, AAC UK & Ireland
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Grateful!Alternative Gifts
Our Alternative Gifts Leaflet for 2022 is enclosed with this Newsletter, 
with a refreshed selection of items that can be bought for friends and 
family this Christmas in lieu of presents. A Christmas card and gift slip 
will be sent to you for each gift you buy, to pass on to your friend or 
loved one. These extra projects are a real help to the communities  
we serve in Guatemala and Albania and the families who live there.  
If you prefer to order online this can be done by visiting  
https://uk.adopt-a-child.com/projects

Christmas is Coming (Sorry!)
This year we hope to be able to have special Christmas 
celebrations in our churches and programmes again in both 
Guatemala and Albania, bringing Gospel hope and joy to our 
children and their families, many of whom are struggling even 
more than usual due to the rising costs of everything.

The costs of making this happen for around 10,000 children and 
Women in Need is not covered by the monthly sponsorship donations, 
but through our special Christmas Fund. We are therefore very grateful 
for all the help we receive from our sponsors and supporters each year, 
without which we would not be able to do it.

For many children the gift they receive through the programme will 
be the only Christmas present they get. If you are able to help 
towards the Christmas Fund for your own child and/or an 
unsponsored child, please:

•  Send a cheque to the Adopt-A-Child UK office in Inverness  
(address below);

•  Donate through the website;

•  Make an online payment directly through your bank;

Mark your gift ‘Christmas Fund’ (do not quote your own sponsored 
child’s number on these).

Due to the high volume of Christmas mail we receive each year, we 
do not acknowledge individual donations, unless specifically asked to do 
so, but please be assured that each and every gift is appreciated and 
helps us to be able to share the joy of Christmas with the children and 
their families at this special time of the year.

If you would like to send a Christmas card/letter to Guatemala (no parcels 
please as we are not able to send these on by DHL) please send 
these to the UK office by the end of October. Any letters or cards 
received after this may not get to your child or Woman in Need by 
Christmas, but they will be delivered as soon as possible after that. 
For letters/cards to Albania, please post directly to the office there by 
Royal Mail as usual.

Monetary Gifts sent for birthdays in November and December are 
processed in the normal way, but if you want to send any other 
monetary gift for your child, please leave this until January when 
staff will be able to deal with it on their return from the Christmas 
break (Guatemala and Albania offices are closed over the Christmas 
and New Year period).



Adopt-A-Child  
on tour!

After two years of not being able to promote the work of the 
ministry at Bible weeks and Conferences due to most of them 
being cancelled or scaled back because of the pandemic, we were 
keen to do as much as we could over the summer to get back 
out and raise the profile of the ministry around the country.

As part of that, we took the decision to have a stand at all three weeks 
of the Keswick Convention in the Lake District, England this year – 
something we had never done before. It was hard work, but turned 
out to be a great decision.

We took our replica Guatemala House with us to make our stand that 
little bit different. Over the three weeks we were able to reconnect 
with some of our existing sponsors, renew relationships, make many 
new friends and connections and share information on our work in 
Guatemala and Albania with lots of lovely people. 15 children and 
grannies were sponsored at the stand and many more people took 

away information to consider when 
they went home.

We also had the opportunity to exhibit 
and provide the hospitality at the week 
long Bangor Worldwide Missionary 
Convention in Northern Ireland. 
Although we have taken part in this 
event every year, this was our first 
time helping on this scale and we had 
many blessings and encouragements 
over the week.

Our Guatemala House was well 
visited and we served around 750 cups 
of tea and coffee over the week and 

well over 1000 cakes! We even had an Albania themed night with 
traditional food and a Guatemala night with real, freshly ground 
Guatemalan coffee. A big thank you to everyone who provided  
home baking for us, we couldn’t have done it without you!

Another two firsts for us were promoting our Blessing Fields project 
at two big agricultural shows in the Highlands of Scotland – The Black 
Isle Show and the Moy Country Fair. As well as raising our profile, 
many people gave donations to buy laying hens for families in 
Guatemala – the eggs these provide can be eaten or sold,  
helping families to improve their own situation.

Chulumal Centre
The town of Chichicastenango lies on the road between our  
two ministry bases in the old capital city of Antigua and  
in the mountain village of Chixicol in Guatemala.

It is a Mayan cultural centre with a population of around 70,000.  
Our staff drive through it every week on their four-hour journeys 
between our two bases and have often thought that it would be  
a good place to establish a programme.

A couple of years ago a small group of local Christians contacted us 
and a house church was started in the town. Work began to identify  
a suitable building for a church and feeding programme, but nothing 
suitable could be found. Then, towards the end of last year, a fourteen 
acre piece of ground was offered for sale in the village of Chulumal, 
just outside Chichicastenango.

It had previously been an orchard, but was now very overgrown and 
neglected. It was too good an opportunity to miss, and we purchased 
the site at the 
beginning of this year. 
Plans are underway  
to design and build a 
community facility that 
will house a church, 
feeding programme, 
medical & dental  
clinic and children’s 
activity centre.

Work is well advanced 
to clear the site, while 
keeping as many of the fruit trees as we can. These are mainly 
plum trees and we recently harvested 8 boxes of plums, some of 
which will be used in our own kitchens and some to share with the 
local community. A site has been identified to drill a well, which will 
provide fresh water for our programme, for irrigation and for the 
surrounding area.

Almost £4,000 was raised at a recent Business Dinner in Inverness, 
Scotland, towards the funding for drilling this well – the Highlands  
of Scotland supporting the High Lands of Guatemala – Chulumal sits 
at a height of around 6,400 feet.

Construction of a perimeter fence to secure the site is now well under 
way and we hope to be able to begin construction of the multi-purpose 
building by the end of this year. The local people are very excited at 
the prospect of having a centre in their village and are already keen 
to register for the new programme!
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Future Trips
We are looking at potential dates for 2023, so if you would 
like more information about future visits to Albania or Guatemala 
please get in touch and we can add you to our enquirer’s list.

Costs: £325 to cover room and board while at the Ministry Centre, 
in-country travel and transfer to/from airport and admin; plus the 
cost of airfares, which you choose, and any overnight in transit costs.

We are very excited about all that God is doing within the ministry 
at present, and believe you too will be inspired by coming on a 
trip with us! Contact alison@lwaac.org for more information 
on how to sign up.

Guatemala Envision
We still have a few places left on our Guatemala Trip this 
autumn. Please get in touch straight away if you would like 
to be considered for a place. The details are:

Monday, 31st October to Tuesday, 8th November,  
plus travel either end.

Costs: £325 to cover room and board while at the Ministry Centre, 
in-country travel and transfer to/from airport and admin; plus the 
cost of airfares, which you choose, and any overnight in transit costs.

PLEASE DO NOT BOOK FLIGHTS BEFORE YOU HAVE 
OFFICIALLY BEEN OFFERED A PLACE.

Visiting Albania
Ahead of restarting our annual Mission Trips for sponsors and 
supporters to Albania in 2023, we sent a small staff, reps and 
ministry leaders team out to visit the programmes and see all 
that God has been doing through the ministry in Albania since 
the pandemic. 

Here are a couple of memorable stories from the trip:

When Xhulja registered at our Pogradec programme, she asked if  
she could meet with Martin, our Office Coordinator. When they met, 
she asked Martin if she could please choose her sponsor! Martin  
had to explain to her that it didn’t usually work that way – that the 
sponsor picks the child they want to support.

However, one of the visiting group was looking  
to sponsor a child and, when she heard Xhulja’s 
story, thought it would be nice to chat to her  
and see if Xhulja wanted to ‘pick’ her. Martin 
introduced Xhulja to me and I told her that there 
was a potential sponsor visiting that she could 
‘interview’ and a meeting was arranged.  
The result was a resounding YES and Xhulja  
was overwhelmed that God had answered  
her prayer for a sponsor.

Alison Ramsay, Sponsorship Coordinator

I had the privilege of visiting 
Albania for the first time in June. 
I had also decided to sponsor a 
child and had chosen a little boy 
with additional needs called Sidi.

Our group was on the way to 
Homezh for a church service 
when the minibus was stopped 
by a lady and her son – she 
wanted to let the team know 
that she would not be able to 
attend the church service the 
following day. It turned out that 
this was Sidi and his mum,  
who had no idea that Sidi had  
a new sponsor, let alone that  
I was in the bus!

We were able  
to spend a few 
minutes together 
on the street and I was able to give him some gifts and 
blow some bubbles with him.

I will never forget his beautiful smile and how he was 
shaking with joy and excitement. I am so grateful for 
this special ‘God-Incidence’ on the street, which I will 
always remember.

Becky Thurmann, National Admin Coordinator, 
Germany

Charity Shop News
Last month our Markethill Charity Shop in Northern 
Ireland celebrated its 12th birthday! The staff and 
volunteers celebrated with a cake, most of them 
have been involved for the full 12 years!

To keep going for the next 12 years we need a few new 
able bodied volunteers to join the existing team – could 
you spare one morning or afternoon a week/fortnight/
month? Call into the Shop and speak to Denise,  
or contact our office and we will put you in touch! 
Volunteering is great fun and very rewarding.

Our sister shop in Culloden, Inverness, will be 3 years old in November. 
Evie, our manageress there, retires this autumn, but will still be 
helping out. A big thank you to all the staff and volunteers in both 
shops for their commitment and hard work.

We are all aware of rising costs just now 
and once again the poorest suffer most. 
Our Directors in Guatemala and Albania 
face the challenge of sustaining and 
indeed increasing our work in both 
countries amidst escalating costs and the 
funds raised in these two charity shops 
goes a long way to supplementing the 
sponsorship funds we send, enabling us 
to keep on being the hands and feet of 
Jesus to the poor and marginalised.


