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You are Making a Difference
One of the great privileges of my  
role is getting to meet so many  
people from different backgrounds  
and denominations as I travel to 
represent the ministry at meetings and 
events around the country. It is both 
humbling and inspiring to hear what 
God is doing through His people in 
nations in every continent.

There are many Christian ministries of all 
sizes working tirelessly, serving God in the 
countries and situations which He has laid 
on their hearts. All around the globe lives 
are being changed for all eternity.

We are a comparatively small ministry in 
some senses, but with over 40 years of 
service in Guatemala and this year 
celebrating 30 years of reaching out to the 
poor in Albania, we can be assured that the 
Lord’s hand is upon us as we look back at 
thousands of lives changed and look forward  
to continuing to play our part in advancing 
God’s kingdom in Guatemala and Albania.

Thank you for partnering with us through the ministry of  
Adopt-A-Child. Whether you pray, donate, sponsor, volunteer or 
support in some other way, please know that you are appreciated. 
We need each and every one of you if we are going to continue  
to Change the World … One Child at a Time.

Janis Wilby, National Coordinator, AAC UK & Ireland

Updated Website Login
We have been doing some updating of the pages on our website, 
particularly the payment/donation pages and the information 
available on the sponsor login pages.

Your new and improved ‘My Account’ area, 
accessed from our UK & Ireland webpage 
(livingwateradoptachild.org/uk), lets you  
manage your personal details, update your 
contact preferences, view your contributions 
online with ease and lets you read the latest 
update information on your sponsored person. Hover over the  
‘Give Now’ button at the top right of the page, click on ‘Sponsor Login’ 
and create an account, or login if you already have one.

UK & Ireland Board
Ernie Gibson has served as a member 
of our UK & Ireland Board for 14 years 
and we have benefitted greatly from his 
Godly wisdom and input during that 
time.

Ernie has decided that now is the time to 
step back from this role and we want to 
take this opportunity to thank him for all 
his help and support over the years and 
wish him every blessing for the future. 
Thank you so much Ernie!

Drew & Carrie Gipson
“We would like to thank all our faithful supporters who have 
both prayed for us and financially supported us throughout  
our time on the mission field in Guatemala and Albania. 

We are humbled by your outpouring of love and support and we 
could not have served and impacted the mission field in Guatemala 
and Albania without you. We have been faithful supporters of 
Living Water both on and off the mission field for many years. 
We believe in their gospel focused vision and mission, and we 
have seen first hand the impact this ministry is making in 
Guatemala and Albania. 

God is doing great things 
through this ministry! 
However, we have decided to 
take a break from being on the 
mission field full time. We will 
continue supporting Living 
Water Adopt-A-Child ministry 
on a part time basis at home 
in North Carolina, USA.”

We wish Drew & Carrie every 
blessing as they seek God’s 
guidance for the future.
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Living the Vision!
At the end of July we held 
a special Thanksgiving 
Service celebrating the 
1st Anniversary of the 
setting up of our 
Intercessory Prayer Team 
for our Chulumal site in 
Guatemala. Without a 
doubt our church is better 
and our ministry is 
stronger because of the 
fervent prayers of our 

team and many of our supporters round the world.

It is mind blowing to look back at what the 
Lord has done in Chulumal over the last 
three years. At the beginning of August 
2023 we held a Dedication Service in a 
partly constructed building – just a frame, 
back wall and roof – the whole project 
having been started on a bare piece of 
ground more than a year before that! 
Liberty Church, Chichicastenango was  
also launched that day two years ago.

Over the intervening two years we have 
completed the main building, added on  
a kitchen and dormitories, built a dental 
clinic and children’s classrooms, installed  
a rain gathering system on the roof of the 

main building, had 
several attempts  
at finding water 
culminating in the 
digging of a successful 
well earlier this year, 
planted a Blessing Field 
of crops and, most 
recently, installed a 
solar panel system 
allowing the whole site 
to be self-sufficient in 
electricity.

What a testimony to the goodness 
of God! We are so grateful to all of 
you for your prayers and support 
throughout the project. God has 
indeed provided abundantly for this 
vision. The Church is growing and 
the community is being blessed. 
We can’t wait to see what the Lord 
will do over the next three years. Sending letters at Christmas

If you would like to send a Christmas card/letter to Albania, 
please post directly to the office there by Royal Mail as usual. 
Small, flat gift items can be included with these. For letters/
cards to Guatemala (no parcels please as we are not able to 
send these on by DHL) please send these to the UK office  
NO LATER THAN THE END OF OCTOBER.

Any letters or cards received after this may not get to your sponsored 
child or adult by Christmas, but they will be delivered as soon as possible 
after that.

Donations sent for birthdays in November and December are processed 
in the normal way, but may take longer than usual to process in 
Guatemala and Albania due to the Christmas celebrations at each 
programme and the fact that Guatemala and Albania offices are 
closed for several weeks over the Christmas and New Year period.

Sponsorship Costs
As we are all very well aware, living costs have gone up sharply 
over the last couple of years. This is the case not only in the UK, 
but in Guatemala and Albania as well.

For example, in many cases, basic 
foodstuffs in Albania now cost the 
same or even more than they do in 
the UK, while average incomes are 
less than one quarter of what they  
are here. Exchange rates with the  
US dollar and Euro have also been 
less than favourable, meaning that  
the money we send from the UK has 
dropped in value compared to a few 
years ago.

With this in mind, we are now asking 
for a monthly sponsorship payment of 
£28 per month, still less than £1 a day, for new sponsorships.

While we appreciate that many of you give sacrificially already, if you 
are a current sponsor and are able to increase your contribution to 
£28 per month per sponsorship, or increase it just a little, we would 
be very grateful. If not, we quite understand and your sponsorship 
will continue as it is.

We really do appreciate each and every one of our sponsors and the 
support that you give to the children, vulnerable adults and their families. 
Thank You!

Alternative Gifts
Our 2025 Alternative Gifts Leaflet is enclosed with this Newsletter, with 
a selection of items that you can choose from for friends and family this 
Christmas in lieu of presents.

You can also order these online if you prefer, by visiting 
https://uk.adopt-a-child.com/projects and requesting 
cards in the notes box. A Christmas card and gift postcard 
will be sent to you for each gift you buy, to pass on to 
your friend or loved one. These extra projects are a real 
blessing to the communities we serve in Guatemala and 
Albania and the families who live there.

Quotes from our Visitors
Being part of a group visiting our programmes in Guatemala or 
Albania is a great opportunity to see first hand what God is doing 
through Living Water Adopt-A-Child, and to meet your sponsored 
child or adult. Here are some thoughts from recent visitors:

“�Words that will do the trip justice really do escape me. A real roller 
coaster of emotions. I’ve laughed and I’ve cried. I’ve been humbled.”

“�We have had an amazing time! We kinda don’t want to come home!”
“�Although I have travelled around the world extensively,  

this was one of the most rewarding trips of my life.”
“�It was a wonderful privilege to sit with her (sponsored child)  

and her family and to 
witness how God has been 
shaping her life and in a 
small way to be part of that 
journey and His plan.”

If you would like more 
information on what is 
involved in joining a group 
visit to Guatemala or Albania, 
including dates for next year, 
please get in touch with 
Alison at alison@lwaac.org 
or phone the Inverness office 
on 01463 792600.

30th Anniversary for Albania
On 24th June 1995 Living Water Adopt-A-Child Albania was 
born! Answering a clear call from the Lord, our first programme 
was opened in Rodokal village, in the mountains in the south 
east of the country.

Since then we have grown to 
seven programmes and five 
churches and have helped 
thousands of children, 
vulnerable adults and their 
families both practically, 
through our meals and food 
boxes and, more importantly, 
spiritually through sharing the 
Good News of Jesus with them. 

30 years of sowing seeds of hope and seeing the Kingdom of God 
advancing in this predominantly Muslim nation.

We are grateful for the many missionaries and 
staff who have been part of the journey over 
the years, and at a special dinner on 24th June 
this year, we were particularly pleased to be 
able to celebrate with Mira and Marjana, who 
have been part of the team from the start. 
Thank you so much to all of you who have 
sponsored and supported the ministry in 
Albania over these years. Your contributions 
have made a huge difference in many lives over that time.

Christmas
Our Christmas Fund pays for each child and vulnerable adult 
registered on our programmes (whether sponsored or not)  
to enjoy a special Christmas celebration at the programme  
they attend, including a gospel presentation, food and fun.

In Guatemala everyone will receive a gift of a special food parcel 
which also includes a small personal gift. In Albania youngsters will 
receive school supplies, usually distributed ahead of time, when the 
schools go back in and they are needed most.

Sponsorship payments do not cover this, if you are able to contribute 
towards these costs, for your sponsored child/adult or for those who 
do not have a sponsor, please send donations by cheque, bank 
transfer or via our website, marked ‘Christmas Fund’.

Summer Exploits
Over the summer months the UK & Ireland team have been 
busy out and about at festivals and events, promoting the 
ministry and sharing what God is doing in Guatemala and 
Albania.

It all started in June with a trip to the Lewis Christian Conference in 
Stornoway in the Western Isles of Scotland, to Summer Madness in 
Portglenone, Northern Ireland, to 
New Wine in Sligo, Ireland, to the 
Refuel Festival 25 in Fochabers, 
Scotland, to the Bangor Worldwide 
Missionary Convention, Northern 
Ireland and finishing off with 
Awaken at the Lincolnshire 
Showground in England at  
the end of August.

Whew! It was great to catch up with ‘regulars’ 
at some of these events and make new connections at events we 
were attending for the first time. Over the three months around  
40 new sponsorships were started and a significant amount of  
extra money raised in sales of crafts and donations.

There were also many good conversations had and leaflets taken away, 
which we pray will bring more fruit in the weeks ahead. Thank you to 
all of you who came to support our stands and encourage our team. 
It was lovely to see you all and much appreciated. Plans are already 
afoot for summer 2026!


